"In My Opinion" 

Text: Jeremiah 2J:28 "Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, 
hut let him who has my word speak my word faithfully." 

Several years ago, a cult of people in California, made 
the assertion that the world would end on a certain day during the 
summer of that year. 3o they packed all of their provisions and be- 
longings and many of them went to live in caves on a hillside to await 
the end. Their surprise must have been unbounded when that day came and 
want and the world still went on. I can recall hearing reporters tell- 
ing how these people went,, quietly back to their homes without any fanfare. 
But they were more vocal when they were proclaiming the end of the world. 

This is a good example of false prophets. flwmmy feeld In 
the Sermon on the Kount, Jesus told the people to beware of false prophets. 
He said they come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravenous 
wolves. He went on to say, "By their fruits you will know them." 
The prophet Jeremiah spoke against the false prophets in our scripture 
this morning. He said, "Don't listen to the false prophets who speak 
of vain hppes, w o speak visions of their minds, which ar& not from the 
mouth of God. They will tell those that despise the Lord, that all is 
well, and to everyone who stubbornly refuses to follow God's way, that 
no evil shall come upon you. 

But, he asks, "Who among them has stood in the council of 
the Lord, to perceive and hear his word, or who has given heed to his 
word and listened?" He tells that God has said, "I did not send the 
prophets, yet they ran; I did not speak to them, yet they prophesied. 
But if they had stood in my counsel, then they would have proclaimed 
ay words to my people, and they would have turned them from their evil 
way, and from the evil of their doings." He tells of God asking if 
man can hide himself from God? God says that he can see man and he 
knows what man is saying and doing. "I have heard what the prophets 
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have said who prophesy lies in my name saying, 'I have dreamed, I have 

dreamed 1 ' How long shall there be lies in the heart of the prophets 

who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart, who 

think to make my people forget my name by their dreams which they tell 

one another, even as their fathers forgot my name for Ba al? Let the 

prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let him who has my word 

speak my word faithfully. " 

We are living in an age that has more false prophets, 

fffi-it than Jst any other time in the history of the world. Jeremiah could 
A 

very easily be speaking to us today and telling us to let the prophet 

who has a dream tell the dream, but let him who has the word of God 

speak that word faithfully. 

A minister told of being stopped for a personal interview 
on the street. He said he could well imagine the radio -audience holding 
its collective breath awaiting the pearls to drop from his mouth. He 
said he felt that sureljr the announcer must have perceived that here was 
a very intelligent and discerning individual. A man whose very wisdom 
had gone untapped for tool long. He said, "There is probably no greater 
flattery we can give domeone £tarfcx than to ask his opinion on something." 

We all have opinions and we ar& perfectly willing to share 
them at the drop of a hat. On the Thursday night movie this past week 
Eli Wallach the noted actor portrayed a man who xacs is like so many 
people in the world today, a number and not a person. His sense of not 
belonging made him want to do something spectacular, so he plotted to 
kidnap a woman to prove his point. It was a rather hilarious, yet 
stupid plot, and after he had abducted this woman and taken her to his 
apartment, she begins to tell him something and he shouts at her, 
- "Shut up, shut up, I don't want to hear your opinions. Everyone has 
opinions, and I don't want to hear yours." 



This is about what our age amounts to, opinions, opinions 
and more opinions. Let the president speak on television for 30 minutes 
and then we must he subjected to 15 minutes of what the commentators 
think he said. Look at the entertainment section of the paper u.t» ih e 
mJUPLC S and you will find reviews written by someone whose opinion is 
supposed to shape your thinking as to whther a Certain picture^is good 
or bad. Look at the television section of the paper and someone there 
has written a review of which programs are in their opinion the best. 
A survey is taken of about 1000 or 1500 people as to what programs they 
are watching on a certain night and this is supposed to be the average 
opinion for the nation, and so some programs that perhaps you and I 
think are good, are dumped. 



diifcpdtfc oini , r^i: 




The investment counselors tell me what I should do with 
whatever money I have. The opinion of some star athlete should deter- 
mine which razor blade I use, or which cereal I should eat, or which 
hair tonic I should use. The opinions of maivie stars determine what 
cosmetics are best for miladys complexion or which soap is better. 
The opinion of the supreme court can change the entire coursse of our 
nation. The opinion of a jury decides the guilt or innocence of a 
person accueed. Amy Vanderbilt or Smily Post determines which fork I 
shall use for my salad or xkfeste whether I should eat chicken in public 
with my fingers, Cas I can do in the privacy of my home). 

Perhaps we need to pray as one man supposedly did, 
"Lord, give me this day my daily opinion, and forgive me for the one 
I had yesterday." 

In my opinion, the voices of the preachers and so called 
prophets have only been expressing opinions for too many years now. 
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Instead of sounding forth as true prophets iihnuid, too often the words 
have been merely opinions. The difference between a true prophet and 
a false prophet according to Jeremiah and all the prophets, was if the 
message could he prefaced with the words, "Thus says the Lord." If 
this term could not he applied to a prophecy then it was not legitimate. 

Well, "thus says the Lord" today as He has always said, 
"Beware of false prophets!" There are too many voices today clamoring 
to be heard and unfortunately some of them are to be heard in our churches. 
Instead of the Gospel of Jesus Christ being proclaimed, the Gospel of 
Man and Kan's needs is being proclaimed. Instead of the message of 
Salvation, the message of saving yourself through doing things is being 
preached. If we are to be truly led by God and to be truly open to 
His voice, then we must listen for Him in His word, the scriptures, and 
we must listen for Him in our lives. 

The Gospel of Sir Jesus Christ is ever the same and will 
always remain so 4 uu d Wi jl U ^m , ^e are sinners, and the wages of sin is 
death, and we cannot save ourselves by good works and deeds. We can 
only xs. be saved by coming to Jesus Christ and accepting Him personally 
in our lives. <!&&o A those prophets who would have us believe that 



we have salvation by working in the ghettos, or by helping in the 
social movements af the day, jt iiiiiiI "Irnn i " tl i ni i ax nn tBTi and listen 
to what the Lord says % Jesus said, "ITo man comes to the Father except 
by me." So if we are to fagfrtwrrgxfckg be Christian, we must belieS^what 
Christ tells us. We must come to know Him in other words. 

XtaE At a large dinner party, a certain well known stage 
actor was asked to entertain. He had chosen to recite the 23rd Psalm. 
(Illustration of Knowing the Shepherd.) 

Here is a good example of knowing the lines, being able 
to present them flawlessly, and yet, not being able to convey the mes- 
sage, because of an incomplete knowledge of the Shepherd. 



ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Butler, Pennsvlvani a 
Ninth Sunday After Pentecost August k, 197^ 

Rev. Ralph C. Ltnk, Pastor 
Mrs. Velma Collins, Organist 
Mr, Ralph Cooper, ChoIr Director 
Randy Dell en, Gpeg Posko - Acolytes 

QRCER OF ■.■□RaH»P I D: nn AJ-", 
Prelude Music: "f'ofiNi ng Prelude" Andre 1 

'"Andante Amorqsq" Zittehpat 

Silent P i aver 
•processional hvmn no, 3^' "flim6 out the banner!? 
•Ascription - Choral Amen 

■ExHQRTATl ON 

•Confession (In Unison) "Our heavenly Father, who bv 

THY LOVE HABT MaOE US, AND THROUGH THV LOVE HAST KEPT 
US t AND IN THY LOVE '■■•OULGST MAKE UB PERFECT* m t HUM'S LV 
CONFESS THAT lfl E HAVE NOT LOVED THEE "ITH ALL OUR HEART 
AND SOUL AND MIND AND STRENGTH, A NO THAT WE HAVE NOT 
LOVED ONE ANOTHER AS CHRIST HATH LOVEO US. THY LlFf IS 
WITHIN OUR SOULS, SLT QUA SELFISHNESS HATH HINDERED THEE. 
..e HAVE NEGLECTED THINE INSPIRATIONS. FORGIVE WHAT t*E 
HAVE OEEN; HELP US TO AMEND IKHAT WE ARE I AND IN THV 

Spirit direct *hat we shall be; that thou mayest come 
into the full glory of thv creation, in us and )n all 
men; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen," 

*Kyr| E {ChO I R, CONSREGAT IQN AND P AS TOR-) 

•Assurance of Pardon - Choral Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor: '0 Lord or en our lips. 

•People: And our mouth shall shoi" fosth thy praise, 
* Do xo lo g y Mo . 55 * 
Scripture Lessons Jeremiah ?3 : ' 6—3^ 
Hymn No. 392 "Jesus, Thou divine Companion" 
*Affi rmat roN of our Faith (Apostles' Creed) 
•Gloria Patpi 
•Call to F paver 

*Pastcr; The Lord be with you. 

•People? And rlTH thy spirit. 

•Pastors Let us P»ay. 
^ /aver and "-ayer response 
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Offering 

Offe«torv; "Med i tat ion" Kinder 

« m Solo * Wies Oenise Reed faom Akron Ohio— Guest Soloist 

^ Sermon: "PM (V OFlNIOMJ ,f 

Prayer and Lord's Frayer 
•Hymn of Dedication No. U-02 "Let there be light" 
•Benediction and Three Fold Amen 
Organ Fostludc: "Allegro" Peery 

----- --- *c0ngregation standing ------- 

The Lovely Flo 1, erb on the Altar have been placed by 
Mr, & Wfts. '-"'i lwer Ppabe to the "Glory of Goo". 
Serving as Ushers today are: *Allew Rotacchi » John 
Redman, Dan Sosko, Robert Knauer and Charles Fenar. 
Deacon and Mrs. Robert Knauer kill represent Council 

at the door today, 
Nursery will be provided today bv Mrs, Sharon Stauffer 

ano Laurel Stauffer and Debbie McfetDC 
Monday - .X>iEN'J MARY PRUGH CIRCLE FICN1C - August 
5 at 6:00 o'clock* Meat, Dessert and beverage will 

nt FURNISHED, 

"*^>* Tuesday - PROPERTY COMMITTEE MEETING - 7:00 - This 
«***^ ts important that you atteno* 

■ -VE0NE30AY - MO COUNCIL JELTIWG TH I d EEK - COUNCIL 

j^ MEETING iILL BE HELD ^T 7:30 P.M. - August IUth. 
The ARC Class Vem&ers are asked to pick up their 
Sunday School material in the Office - so that you 

MAY LOOK IT OVER SV THE TIME CLASS RESUMES SEPT, I* 
AS OF TODAY THE FlO^EOS WILL BE DIFFERENT EACH WEEK 
AND THE PRICE HAS GONE UP TO Si 0.60. ■'■'£ HAVE MADE 
A CHECK OF ALL THE FLORISTS AND THIS IB NOT OUT OF 
LIKE. If A FAMILY *OULD LIKE TO GO TOGETHER FOR A 
SuNrAY THIS IS NO PROBLEM. YoU WILL GET CREDIT ON 
YOUR STATEMENT AT THE END OF THE YEAR FOR ALL FLOWER 
PURCHASES FOR THE ALTAR. SEPTEMBER I, 1 5. 29 ARE 
OPEN AS *ELL AS OCT* ?7, NOV. 3, 10, I? AND OTHERS 

in December except for P2nd. 
ARC CAPPING - Camping Fee of B^, DC plus licences 

TO BE IN BY TODAY TO BRUCE McSrIOe's OR HoWARO 

Bolam t s. Tour of the Greenville Home le planneo 

FOR &JNPAY. 

>ThE ATTENDANCE LAST SuNOaV - 13** 
There will be a short meeting of those that are going 

CAMPING IN THE UnoERCROFT RIGHT AFTER TH 'iRVICE YOOA\ 

wn.o/r Vi > r - 



Fxes> speaks on TV &0 min, ft commentators will 
take 15 to tell us wnat they think he said, 
Look entertain section paper, U will find reviews 
w tten by someone whose opin supposed shape Ur 
trussing whether certain picture or play good/bad 

Li : TV section paper see reviews what someone 
^Thinks best TV shows, in their ppin. 

A survey taken among 1M 1500 peop as what program 
"They watch on cert nite, & this supposed be natl 
avg, thus some programs U I think good, R dumped 

Investment counselors tell me what I should do with 
whatever money I may have, 
opin some star athlete should determine which blade j 
"i use, or witch cereal I eat, or witch h^ir tonic 
I should use on my thinning hair. 
Qp ins movie stars dteraine which cosmetics best fori 
miladys complex, or which soap better. 

Opin Supreme Court can change entire course of nation 

Coin of jury decides gilt or innocence person accuse* 

" Tiny Vanderbilt or Emily Post determines which fork 

Tshall use for salad, or whether I should eat 

chicken in public with my fingers, (as I can do in 

privacy of my home) 

Perhaps need pray as 1 man did, "Lord, give me this 
day my daily opin, & forgive me 4 the 1 I had yester. 

In MY Opin, the voices of preachers & prophets have 
many times only been expressing opins fc 2 manny yrs, 
lasted sound 4-th as tru pr's, too often words only 
op iis 
D f tween tru pr. &. fals pr, accord Jere ft. all pr'i 
was if message preface with words, "Thus say.s Lord" 
If this term culd not be apply prophecy then not 
legit 

'.Jell, " fhus says the Lord" today as He always said, 
"Beware Of "False Prophets" 

There 2 many voices clamoring be herd, 
unfortunately some herd in our churches 
Insted Gosp Js Xp be proclaimed, Gosp mans needs & 
&osp of man being proclaimed 
Insted Gosp Salv be preach, message of save self 
thru doing things be preached 
If we 2 be truly led by God, be truly open His voice 
we must listen for Him in His Word, The Scripturesip 
p we must listen for Him in our lives 

It j.s time we looked at sxx what are our convictions 
and what are our opins. . n1 _ ^ fr> _ 

Someone said, "Peop die for convictions, Bui; noi^ 



"In My Opinon!" 

T-xti Jeremiah 2&x 23: 28, 

"l'ue prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a dream: 
an he that hath my word, let him speak my word 
faithfully." 

Several yrs ago, cult of peop prophesied end of wor] 
These peop live Salif. 
said certain day, during summer yr world end/ 

Packed all provisions, & belongings went live 

caves in hills, await end. 

Their surprise must been unbounded when day came/wenl 
still no end. Wocld went on 

Can recall hear reporters tell how p»op wflnt silent] 

quietly back to homes, no fanfare. 
But were more vocal when proclaiming end of world* 

This good examp false propets, 
oerm Mt, Js tell peop beware false pr. 
He say, come sheep clothing, inwardly like ravenous 
wolves. 
He go on say, "By their fruits you shall know them 1 
Pit. Jere spoke against false pr in scrip 
He say, vs 16, they speak lies supposedly from God. 
He questions vs 18, if they have stood before God 
& gotten the message from Him. 
He tell God's wrath upon false pr* vss 19, 20 

God has said thru him (Jeremiah) , He did hot send 

th< pr's yet they prophecied, vs 21, 
H'V they stood before Him they would have performed 
the duty of real pr, preach repentence to Binners. 
vs 22 

He tell God ask if man can hide from God, vs 24- 
He tell God's Word powerful, strong vs,=r9 
Gott against all false propteta, & prophecies »ss 

j}0-:$2 
We live age more fals pr's, perhaps any other 
Jere culd easly be speak us 2day. 
tall us, "let prophet who has dream, tell dream, 
but let him who has Word of God, speak that Word 

faithfully."' " 

(Minister being stopped interview illustration) 

We ill have opins, P< perfectly willing share n.t drop 

oi aint to do so. 

(Illustration Eli Wallech and old movie) 

This about what our age amt to, opins, opins, &*££ 



Shirley & Ralph Charles Link, Nancy Link, Dale with Lianne his wife, Lloyd Link with Karen his wife 

Jessica in front of Ralph C. Link 

Ethan and Alicha in front of R. Dale and Lianne Link (the eldest son & family) 




